
JEFFERSON’S FIRST INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
 

An “inaugural address” is a speech a president gives at their inauguration – or 

swearing-in ceremony.  Presidents usually take this opportunity to outline their 

vision for the future. 

 

Read the excerpts from Jefferson’s Inaugural Address on page 230 and answer the 

following questions: 

 

1.  How does Jefferson try to reassure his political opponents? 

 

 

 

2.  What words and phrases indicate Jefferson’s support for a small national government? 
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